Maundy Thursday 1 April 2010 
Being a fool for Christ

Earlier this week we had the reading from 1 Cor. 1:18 – why is the message of the Cross foolishness.  Well, it does seem topsy-turvy doesn’t it?  How can such a seeming defeat be a triumph?  But out of the suffering, God brings love.  As we said yesterday, thinking of Mother Julian’s words – Christ embraced the suffering out of love for humanity, out of love for each one of us.  Paul goes on in 4:10, ‘We are fools for the sake of Christ’.  In this context he is rebuking the excesses of the Corinthian church, but the sense of being a fool for Christ remains.  And in chap 3:18-20 – ‘if there is anyone among you who fancies themselves wise – wise I mean by the standards of this age, he must become a fool if he is to be truly wise.’

Those who go after the idols of the age are not wise in God’s sight – the idols of today are what?  - Celebrity, sex, money, luxury, choice?  To make the choice to be a Christian looks like foolishness in the eyes of today’s society.  No-one likes to be mocked or made fun of, or seen as foolish, yet as a Christian these days, it’ll happen – if not to your face it’ll be behind your back.
Let’s think of those who were prepared to be foolish for Christ in the Bible – 


Peter, in tonight’s reading, goes over the top to make his point


all the disciples, just to follow him – especially Matthew who had a good job as a tax collector, though he would have been vilified by the locals; the fishermen who left their nets; Mary who anointed Jesus’ feet and wiped them with her hair; maybe you can add others to this list?

Today it is deeply uncool to be a Christian – that doesn’t matter to us who are too old to be bothered about beingcool, but we need to grasp how difficult it is for young people to be brave enough to be a Christian today, or even to find out more about it.  When I first started as a Curate, helping at my church’s Pram Service, I hated doing the action songs, it took me ages to get used to them – it’s only by doing them with very little children who have no inhibitions that it makes sense.  You can see how hard parents sometimes find it to join in.  But image is not everything, even though the media tell us it is today.
It took me a while to get my head around the idea of being ordained – and the dog collar, well – that’s something else.  Occasionally I forget I’m wearing it, but not often – because I see people’s reactions to it.  I expected to lose friends when I chose the path of ordination – in fact we just lost one friend who couldn’t understand it.  But it was a hurdle, and it took me a while to realise I would have to not mind being treated as a fool.  I do it of course because I discovered that the relationship we can have with God through Christ is more than worth it – it is in fact the only thing that makes sense of this world we live in for me.
So my question for you this April Fool’s Day is:  How have you been a fool for Christ?  How is Christ calling you to be a fool for him now?  

Amen.

