LOOKING FOR GOD IN WORSHIP

Ish 6:1-12
This is the fifth and final sermon in our series on worship. The title this week is ‘looking for God’, which is what we should be doing in the whole of life, and especially when we come to church. So it is important to ask…

Where might we find God?

The first thing to say is that God is looking for us. Ever since the Garden of Eden when Adam and Eve ‘heard the voice in the cool of the evening’, God has been lovingly looking for humanity.  

The next thing to note is that, judging by the encounters with God we have been looking at in this series, God is to be found in the whole of life. Indeed, all of these encounters took place outside: none took place in church!

· Mary: the annunciation has no specific or special setting.

· Peter: realises there is something special about Jesus when out fishing

· Moses: meets God at the burning bush while working as a shepherd.

· Jacob: wrestled with the angel all night where he was trying to sleep!

So the good news is that God comes looking for us in the whole of life

However, today’s encounter with God is different. Isaiah goes looking for God. His, and the nations, popular king Uzziah dies young and the prophet is devastated. Instinctively he turns to God in this crisis and goes to the Temple: where he has a profound encounter with God. 

So Isaiah’s experience shows that we can take the initiative and can do so in ‘the House of God’.

Either way, in the whole of life, or in church, what meeting with God requires is that we give God time and attention: quality time. In our hectic culture, even for many of us in retirement, we find it difficult to stop, reflect on and enjoy life. We more naturally take life for granted rather than take delight in life. It would be good to adopt the sentiments of this poem:

How can we learn to enjoy, rather than avoid, stillness? Here are some ideas

· prepare for worship: reflect on what we want to thank, or ask, God for.

· enjoy creation: take time to stop and enjoy a sunset, music, etc

· sabbath moments: we easily get frustrated when waiting for traffic lights to change, the kettle to boil, or the computer to boot up. Take these moments, rather, as gifts of stillness, give thanks to God as we do so.

· daily discipline: sit still: for five minutes at first then build from there

· Sunday worship: come ‘looking for God’: giving God time and attention.

What might find if we start looking for God?

Isaiah’s experience is a wonderful pattern, template and map of the journey into to looking for God. There are three clear phases in this story…

a fresh vision of God
Isaiah 6:1-4
Isaiah was cast down, but he saw God raised up. He saw God in all his glory, greatness and holiness. This did not immediately solve all his problems, but it certainly put them in a new light.

One way we can do this is to use the threefold pattern of monastic meditation:

· thanksgiving: to God for what he has done for us, his church and world

· praise: for who he is – merciful, holy, wise, generous, good, etc.,  

· adoration: hold ourselves, in stillness, for God (without any words)

Again, try doing this for a minute on each of the three themes. Once you do it regularly you will soon find you need more time for each.

a truer understanding of ourselves
Isaiah 6:4-7
Isaiah was made aware of the holiness and majesty of God and of how he failed to reflect God’s character in the way he lived. Psychologists tell us that a healthy person has a true assessment of both their strengths and weaknesses. Confession to, and faith in, God enable us to achieve that. And, as Isaiah found, self-examination is always the fruit of meeting with God.

awareness of God’s call on our lives
Isaiah 6:8

Meeting with God makes people aware of God’s will and what he is calling them to do or be. So, for example, for those we have looked at…

· Mary – knew that she was to be the mother of the Messiah

· Peter – heard Jesus’ call to become a fisher of people

· Moses – was called to lead the Children of Israel to the Promised Land

· Jacob – was to be reconciled to his brother - with God’s blessing

· Isaiah – heard the call to be a prophet to God’s people

We can expect, if we look for God in our Sunday worship, to have a clearer sense of what, in our lives, matters to God, what needs to change and where our energies are to be devoted. 

How – in worship?

So, as we look back over this series, what can we learn about how we can play our part in the worship of God, Sunday by Sunday? We can…

come prepared: bringing our thanks, burdens, hope and willingness to God.

be still: especially before the Service, preparing ourselves to meet with God.

confess: ways in which we have not reflected God’s image, and receive, with thanksgiving, God’s absolution – the assurance that we are accepted.

listen: for a word, phrase, thought that speaks to you, whether in the readings, sermon, hymns, or the liturgy. Hold onto that ‘word’ from God.

pray: express our passion & compassion for wholeness for our broken world.

receive: the gift of God’s presence, truth, grace, especially in the Eucharist.

Then we can go out energised to engage with God’s purposes of love in the world around knowing that when the worship is over, the service begins. 

What is life if full of care 


we have no time to stop and stare?





No time to stand beneath the boughs 


And stare as long as sheep and cow





No time to see, when woods we pass,


where squirrels hide their nuts in grass: 





No time to turn at Beauty’s glance, 


And watch her feet, how they can dance.








